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DISCUSSIONS 


F. P. A. Branches 
April 4, Boston: “INTERNATIONAL Sporr’; 
April 7 Philadelphia: “DISARMAMENT vs. Se- 
CUI Mlle. Clement and Dr. Norman Thomas; 
Apt I 2, Hartford: “Russia,” Father Walsh and 
fa ? ice ’ Hindus April 25, Philadelphia: “Rus- 


sta,” Anna Louise Strong and Father Walsh. 


Owing to a number of circumstances, the New 
York luncheon announced for April 4 is cancelled. 
The luncheon on March 28 will, therefore, be the 
last of the discussions for this season. 
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BRITAIN’'S POSITION CLARIFIED 


HEERED from all parts of the 

House, Foreign Minister Chamberlain 
(March 24), in a notable address, earn- 
estly expressed the hope that on the basis 
of the recent German proposal “the war 
chapter may be brought to a close and the 
real triumph of peace may begin.” 

He outlined the German suggestions: 

Germany’s interest is in the _ establish- 
ment of a special] treaty foundation for a 
special understanding with France. Ger- 
many is prepared to consider a comprehen- 
sive arbitration treaty and to enter into a 
mutual pact with the Powers interested in 
the Rhine. Similar arbitration treaties may 
be concluded with the other States which 
have common boundaries with Germany. If 
these States desire, a further pact univer- 
sally guaranteeing the present territorial 
status on the Rhine would be acceptable to 
Germany and the pact may further guaran- 
tee fulfillment of Articles 42 and 43 of the 
Treaty of Versailles.* 

In regard to her western frontiers Ger- 
many is prepared to renounce all desire of 
change. She is prepared to say 
that she renounces the idea of recourse to 
war to change the frontiers in the East, but 
she is not prepared to say in regard to those 
frontiers that she renounces hope some day 
to modify some of their provisions by 
friendly negotiations, by diplomatic pro- 
cedure, or it may be, for aught I know, by 
the good offices of the League of Nations. 

Summing up Mr. Chamberlain said: 

Germany is prepared to guarantee volun- 
tarily what hitherto she has accepted only 
under compulsion of the Treaty—the status 
quo in the West—and that she is prepared 
to eliminate war, not merely from the West 
but from the East, as an engine by which 
any alteration in the treaty position is to 
be obtained. ; 
What prevents agreement between Bri- 

tain and France on the basis here sug- 
gested? Fundamentally it is this: Britain 
is now ready to trust Germany. France 
is not. Britain is interested primarily in 
the restoration of trade with the Conti- 
nent. France is primarily concerned with 
security and the retention of the political 


* These ar 
military 


ticles refer to the permanent prohibition of 
fortifications and@ armed forces in the Rhineland. 


and diplomatic prestige achieved through 
the peace treaties and since. Britain 
would withdraw from the Rhine as soon 
as pos@itiem.J’rance would remain there 
on indéfinitely or at least until the 
re paratldiss nd disarmament provisions of 
the TreatyShave been fulfilled. Britain 
wosuld giipeoretne Treaty as requiring 
compléty gveceyvon within fifteen years. 
France ist that withdrawal is 
contingenk yselely on German fulfillment 
and that subsequent violations by Ger- 
many would justify re-occupation. 

Similarly Britain and France differ as 
to whether Germany may hope for any 
reconsideration of her Eastern frontiers. 
To Britain, the Polish Corridor and the 
present Upper Silesian boundary are not, 
as they are to France, sacrosanct. Britain 
would not oppose reconsideration of both 
of these decisions if it could be achieved 
peacefully and with the approval of Ger- 
many and Poland. 

To Germany these questions of her 
Sastern frontiers are much more vital 
than those of the Rhine. Unless some 
hope is held out of eventual peaceable ad- 
justment at least of the Danzig Corridor, 
there is but slight prospect that any Ger- 
man Government can in good faith com- 
mit itself indefinitely to a policy of peace. 
None the less, neither Poland nor France 
have thus far indicated any willingness to 
reconsider these frontiers. 

Chamberlain in his conclusion solemnly 
warned his countrymen 

Ever since peace was signed, 
when war was still being waged, Europe has 
been ranged in two camps, divided as were 
the combatants in war. Fear, haunting, rest- 
less, brooding fear, haunts the councils of 
every nation and the homes of every Con- 
tinental people—fear that warps judgment 
and affects policy, which leads to irritating 
acts, to fresh provocation, which renews day 
by day the bitterness of war and the rancors 
of war. If this continues, sooner or later, 

Europe will march to a new Armageddon. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 


no less than 


ee 


Page 


Notes On Council Meeting, March 9-14 


bp Turkey’s contention that it 
is a matter of domestic concern, the 
dispute between her and Greece over the 
expulsion of the Patriarch Constantinos 
from Constantinople was brought before 
the Council by Greece. No action, how- 
ever, was taken except to decide to ask the 
Permanent Court of International Justice 
for an advisory opinion as to whether the 
Council has jurisdiction. The Council also 
took favorable cognizance of a recent in- 
terpretation, February 21, by the Per- 
manent Court, of certain disputed por- 
tions of the Allied Treaty of Lausanne. 


The Council re-elected the members of 
the Saar Governing Commission for an- 
other year. The opposition to the French 
Chairman, Rault, was withdrawn, it is re- 
ported, as a result of a tacit understanding 
that: 

(1) Beginning next year the prin- 
ciple of rotation in the office of the 
Chairman would apply. 

(2) The French troops would grad- 
ually be withdrawn to positions outside 
the Territory, where they might still be 
available in case of emergency. 

(3) The “Frenchification” of the 
schools not to extend beyond the present 
narrow limits (about 5,300 of the 125,- 
000 children in the Saar are now in 
French schools). 

The Council decided to authorize the 
Free State of Danzig to issue under the 
auspices of the League a loan of £1,- 
500,000. 


One of the last acts of the Council was 
to open the recently adopted Interna- 
tional Opium Convention to ratification by 
all States, whether represented at the 
Conference or not and whether members 
of the League or not. (In this connection, 
the Soudan was included and therefore by 
inference is formally considered by the 
League as an independent State. A pro- 
test from Egypt against what may be 
charged as a British maneuver is not un- 
expected.) 


The final statement of the League pre- 
sented to the Council indicates that it has 
had the most prosperous year in its his- 


tory. Already 83 per cent of the dues 
for the year have been paid. The special 
American grants to the League, including 
600,000 francs from the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation ror Health Work and 23,000 francs 
from the American Bar Association to- 
ward the cost of publication of treaties, 
were especially noted by the Council. 


George W. Wickersham, former United 
States Attorney General, sailed last Sat- 
urday for Geneva to attend the Confer- 
ence of the League of Nations Commission 
on the Codification of International Law. 


The Editors assume responsibility fer the oninions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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Major B. B. Somerville of New York, 
arrived at Geneva week before last to be. 
gin work as an assistant to Walker D. 
Hines in the investigations under League 
auspices of navigafion conditions of the 
Danube and the Rhine. 

The Russo-Japanese Treaty 

HE complete text of the recently rati- 

fied Russo-Japanese Treaty, as given 
out by the Russian Information Bureau in 
Washington, was published in full in the 
New York Times, March 22. Except that 
the terms seem somewhat more favorable 
to Japan, this text does not differ mater- 
ially from the summaries previously given 
in the press on which the brief analyses 
in the News Bulletin (Vol. 4, No. 13, Feb- 
ruary 6, 1925, and Vol. 4, No. 17, March 
6, 1925) were based. 


HE report of the British Trade Union 

delegation to Russia last November is 
now available here for analysis. It is an 
exhaustive study of 250 quarto pages. 
Though obviously sympathetic with the 
efforts of the Soviet authorities, this study 
contains significant data on recent devel- 
opments, particularly in industry. Ac- 
cording to the statistics cited, industrial 
production in 1923-1924 amounted to 42 
per cent of the output of 1912, while in 
1920 the industrial output was about 1414 
per cent of the pre-war figure. Wages in 
May of last year were 68.3 per cent of 
pre-war wages for all industries. Unem- 
ployment is said to be reduced to one-fifth 
of the industrial population. 


¥ I ‘HE analysis given in last week’s 
News Bulletin of the agenda being 
considered by President Coolidge for the 
suggested naval conference has been con- 
firmed by evidently inspired statements 
given out in Washington, March 17 and 
24. These may be summarized as follows: 
If a conference dealing with the subject 
of armaments is called by President Cool- 
idge, it will be a naval conference. If other 
Governments are willing to embark on the 
discussion of a limitation of aircraft con- 
struction this, it is understood, would be 
satisfactory to the President, but it is not 
his intention to ask the Powers to take up 
the subject of land forces. 


HE death of Marquis Curzon of Ked- 

leston, Lord President of the Council, 
March 20, is not expected to change mater- 
ially British foreign policy. Lord Curzon’s 
failure to be named Prime Minister on the 
retirement of Bonar Law in the spring, 
1923, and his failure to be appointed Min- 
ister of Foreign Affairs in the present 
Government marked his diminishing po- 
litical influence. 


HE indictment of Stephen Raditch, 

Croatian peasant leader, as traitor is 
another indication that Premier Pachitch 
and the Serbian parties intend to rule 
Croatia, Slovenia and Dalmatia more as 
provinces than as equal members of a 
Federal state. 
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